Strasbtira
lacking the spirituality of his friend, soon became an intolerable bore to him with their monotonous " edifying discourse." On the other hand, Salzmann had introduced him into a number of families, where he passed many hours. Intercourse with these families created within him a feeling of the need of cultivating his social talents, now so long neglected, and while he had defied Frau Bohme's counsel that he should learn to play cards, he now willingly followed the same advice from his fatherly friend. He also overcame his old dislike of dancing, and after he had gone to the balls in the suburbs and danced with the prettily dressed maids, to try if he were able to keep time, he went to a French dancing-master for instruction.
These lessons were the means of bringing Goethe into a little love episode 37 which was destined to open his eyes to his dangerous power of fascination. The dancing master had two pretty young daughters, who helped their father in his instruction. The new pupil exerted a magnetic influence over the hearts of both, but more powerfully over that of the older, Lucinde; but Emilie, too, the younger, who had already given away her heart and hand, began after some time to be afraid of the handsome student. She begged him not to come to her house, a request with which he could the more readily comply, she added, as he had already completed the course in dancing with great success. " And in order that it may really be the last time that we speak with each other, take/' she said," what I should otherwise have refused you," and kissed him most lovingly. At this moment the side door flew open, Lucinde burst in and overwhelmed her sister with passionate reproaches, saying that this was not the first heart she had robbed her of, and that her sister's triumphs had cost her thousands of tears. "Now you have taken him away from me. ... I know that I have lost him, but you shall not have him either." With these words she caught Goethe by the head, to his confusion and astonishment, and kissed him repeatedly on the mouth. " Fear my curse; misfortune upon misfortune for ever and ever upon the first girl who after